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Hunting Park Revitalization – Retrospective & Looking Ahead

The Hunting Park Revitalization Project is community-driven revitalization effort for an 87-acre section of Fairmount Park that has the potential to be a dynamic urban environment that will substantially impact the health and safety of three neighborhoods in North Philadelphia.
The project is based upon a Master Plan that was created during a nine month community engagement process in 2009 and is strategically phased in order to provide viable and enduring improvements that will restore community pride and contribute to a vibrant Philadelphia. 

December 15, 2008 – First Master Plan project team meeting [Project team includes:  
                                        Fairmount Park Conservancy, Philadelphia Department of Parks & 
                                        Recreation, Wells Appel, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society]
                                        The Master Plan is funded by:  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
                                        Comcast, Patricia Kind and PECO
March 9, 2009 – First Task Force meeting (3 meetings total)
April 2, 2009 - First Community Meeting (4 meetings total)
April 25, 2009 – Comcast Cares Day brings 400 volunteers to the park
April 29, 2009 – First Focus Group Meeting (2 meetings total)
June 6, 2009 – The stewardship group Hunting Park United is formed; pledging to engage 
                           community groups and faith-based organizations, neighbors and business 
                           throughout the surrounding neighborhood in support of Hunting Park  
June 17, 2009 – Ryan Howard announced the formation of The Ryan Howard Family Foundation 
                             at a press event in Hunting Park.  He announced the foundation’s first gift of 
                             $50,000 to support work to improve the facilities in the Park for the benefit of 
                             the youth in the community.  

October 17, 2009 – The Master Plan is presented to the public at the Hunting Park Recreation 
                                    Center; early sponsors of Phase 1, including Citizens Bank, participate in 
                                    Greater Philadelphia Cares Day volunteer activities at Hunting Park   

January 8, 2010 – Philadelphia is one of six cities in the nation to participate in a Convergence 
                                 Partnership pilot program addressing community approaches to violence 
                                 prevention, healthy eating and active living.  The Conservancy is the lead 
                                 organization joined by the Philadelphia Dept. of Public Health, United Way, 
                                 The Food Trust and five additional Philadelphia organizations.  The 
                                 Philadelphia project is using Hunting Park as the focus area and will establish 
                                 a Farmers’ Market and a Youth Council and provide design work for a 
                                 Community Garden.  The Convergence Partnership is:  The CA Endowment, 
                                 CDC, Kaiser Permanente, Kresge Foundation, Nemours, Robert Wood 
                                 Johnson Foundation and the W.K.Kellog Foundation.
                     
Spring 2010 - $1.3 million dollars secured for Phase 1, including $800,000 in public sector 
                         support from Councilman Darrell Clarke, Councilwoman Maria Quinones-
                         Sanchez and the City of Philadelphia. 
                         Additional funders to Phase 1 include:  Growing the Neighborhood, Convergence 
                         Partnership, The Ryan Howard Family Foundation, Citizens Bank and McLean 
                         Contributionship  

                         - The Ryan Howard Family Foundation and Pitch In For Baseball provided the 
                         Hunting Park Indians with equipment and uniform donations for the 2010 season; 
                         collectively these donations reduced the registration costs for neighborhood 
                         youth by almost half, which helped to spur additional growth of the program 
                         as participation has tripled since 2009. 

Summer 2010 – Youth Environmental Stewardship program provides jobs for local youth in the                          
                              park working with Park staff and the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

September 11, 2010 – United Way’s Day of Caring will bring numerous volunteers and  
                                         Philadelphia’s corporate leadership to Hunting Park as its signature site
			 
September 25, 2010 – The Conservancy’s Growing the Neighborhood Volunteer Day will bring 
                                         employees from ACE Group, NovaCare Rehabilitation, PRWT Services, TD 
                                         Bank, U.S. Facilities and MedRisk to work along-side the community to 
                                         improve Hunting Park; the companies will host a post-volunteer day 
                                         picnic with members of the community.  
Fall 2010 – Construction to begin on the Baseball field, tennis courts and basketball court in 
                     the southeastern section of the Park; Community Garden design unveiled with 
                     assistance from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

Spring 2011 – Farmers’ Market opens providing one of the only sources of fresh produce within 
                          the neighborhood

2011 - PennVest grant allows for the planting of 385 trees throughout Hunting Park
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